Many commentators see Iraq as divided between Sunni, Shia and Kurds -and perhaps a few Turkmen. Nothing could be further from the truth. Iraq also has significant populations of
groups in Iraq. There is a common theme -things have become much worse since 2003. Next, I explore Iraq's statehood, that it is a recent construct, a product of British imperial ambition and cynicism. In fact, Mesopotamia, the territory of contemporary Iraq, was a Persian territory for many centuries until its conquest by militant Islam, its glorious role in the Golden Age of Islam (contemporaneous with Western Europe's dark ages) and incorporation into the Ottoman Empire. What is most characteristic of Iraq's history, however, is its rich cosmopolitanism, especially its Jewish heritage.
Third, I reflect on Britain's disastrous adventures in the region.
Mesopotamia was the scene of Britain's greatest military disaster; but Britain has been responsible for the unceasing violence and persecution which characterizes modern Iraq. Fourth, I turn to a marvellous dream, a document of extraordinary cogency and unreality: Iraq's 1932 Declaration, on admission to the League of Nations. This document is a tragic mirage: an Iraq of respect for and enjoyment of its cosmopolitan diversity. It is significant that the only two occasions on which such a vision achieved a purchase in Mesopotamia were the short periods of Kemalist and Communist rule. For Britain and the United States, such a trajectory was utterly impermissible.
Fifth, I turn to the fact that Iraq was one of the first members of the United Nations and ratified all the relevant human rights instruments dealing with minority rights. Until the 1990s, Iraq was an assiduous participant in the UN human rights mechanisms, submitting periodical reports to the treaty bodies and submitting itself to interrogation in Geneva, followed by concluding 
Minorities in Iraq and the catastrophe following 2003
Most reporting of Iraq tends to assume that there are three groups of interest to an observer, Shia, Sunni and Kurds, and that Iraq, already effectively divided into two in view of the Kurdish autonomy, may well split into three separate entities. However, Lalani (2010: 5) Other minorities that are also smaller in number are in a precarious state (all statistics are from Lalani 2010: 5-6 
Iraq -a British imperial construct
The snapshot presented in the previous section conveys accurately Iraq's remarkable heterogeneity, at any rate pre-2003. If present-day persecution of those minorities is a consequence of 2003, the logic of the events that led inexorably to this result was put in place by the British Empire. This is, therefore, the point in my article in which some reverse chronology is in order.
Nelida Fuccaro (1997: 560-61) 2. All inhabitants of Iraq will be entitled to the free exercise, whether public or private, of any creed, religion or belief, whose practices are not inconsistent with public order or public morals.
Article 4 (5), including electoral and other rights, showed that while Arabic and Kurdish were recognized as the major languages, other languages should be given recognition:
(5) Notwithstanding the establishment by the Iraqi Government of Arabic as the official language, and notwithstanding the special arrangements to be made by the Iraqi Government, under Article 9 of the present Declaration, regarding the use of the Kurdish and Turkish languages, adequate facilities will be given to all Iraqi nationals whose mother tongue is not the official language, for the use of their language, either orally or in writing, before the courts.
Article 8 contained provisions for mother tongue education that are as comprehensive as the post-1990 Council of Europe standards:
1. In the public educational system in towns and districts in which are resident a considerable proportion of Iraqi nationals whose mother tongue is not the official language, the Iraqi Government will make provision for adequate facilities for ensuring that in the primary schools instruction shall be given to the children of such nationals through the medium of their own language; it being understood that this provision does not prevent the Iraqi Government from making the teaching of Arabic obligatory in the said schools.
In towns and districts where there is a considerable proportion of Iraqi nationals belonging to racial, religious or linguistic minorities, these minorities will be assured an equitable share in the enjoyment and application of sums which may be provided out of public funds under the State, municipal or other budgets for educational, religious or charitable purposes.
Article 10 provided for the compulsory jurisdiction of the Permanent Court of International Justice.
However splendid these words, the reality was, as Toby Dodge points out, the emergence of a quasi-state as the result of irresoluble tensions inherent in (Dodge 2005: 169) . It is, sadly, the case that this method of rule was introduced by the British, as the default colonial response to complexity. The monarchy ruled in the same way, and the Ba'ath Party was defined by exclusive Arab nationalism. This article has shown in detail how the occupation followed by the regime since 2005 has created the conditions for a disaster for Iraq's minorities. How will this change? A break-up of Iraq into three entities may well happen, but for the minorities this is highly unlikely to improve their situation. Nor is it likely that a new golden age will be created by punctilious compliance with UN standards.
It may be that Iraq's future will be closely linked with that of Iran, its former ruler. Iran's population, at some 78,000,000, is more than double that of Iraq. The only firm prediction that can be made, therefore, for Iraq is a future of much greater turbulence. The -very young -people of Iraq will decide the fate of the territory. It is to be hoped that the eventual future will provide a peaceful home for Iraq's diverse ethnicities and religious groups.
